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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [2.07 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to enable the Council to sit beyond 9.45 pm on this 
day’s sitting and take members’ statements at a time to be ordered by the house. 

If I may, by way of explanation to the house, in conversations about how we might manage the bill that is before 
the house now, it has been made clear to me that it is likely we could finish this bill in all its stages this evening. 
If that is the case, I asked parties to consider whether they would agree to the motion I have just moved so that, if 
we are within striking distance, if I can use that expression, and it is not going to take us that much longer, we will 
keep sitting. From all the information that has been provided to me, I do not anticipate that we will sit much beyond 
our normally scheduled time, but if we are close to it, I would like us to keep sitting to complete the legislation. 
I appreciate that I am asking the house to do something that it does not do on every bill and I appreciate the 
cooperation of the house in doing that. 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [2.08 pm]: I appreciate the explanation 
from the Leader of the House. Obviously, the opposition does not want this to occur on every bill, or even 
regularly. This is an opportunity for the government to get its legislation in place. There are perhaps other ways 
that the government might have managed that process. It will be interesting to see how many government members 
contribute during the remaining stages of the bill and how long it goes. We recognise, as an opposition, that the 
government has the numbers in the house and therefore this motion will pass. It is not our intent to extend debate 
on the legislation significantly. I would simply say that this needs to be used very rarely, rather than frequently. 
As I understand it, it is not the normal action of the house to put these things in place. It is to be used on occasional 
circumstances. Accepting that we have already been debating this  bill for two weeks—one week on second reading 
stages, and one week on Committee of the Whole House thus far—it is my understanding, particularly from 
members of the opposition alliance, that there is a likelihood we will get significantly through this bill, if not to 
the end of this bill, by the end of today, and a small extension would be reasonable. It is certainly not something we 
want to see happen regularly, but in this circumstance, the opposition will not be opposing the motion put forward 
by the government. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
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